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June 20-26, 2011, Spain, Tenerife.

                                      THE ASTRONAUTS’ EARTHLY MISSION
                                                                              Yuri BATURIN, pilot-cosmonaut of Russia

            Originally, the habitation space on the Earth was piecewise, it was a world of distributed locations. 

Navigation made it more connected.

The degree of geospace connectivity significantly increased with the appearence of aviation.  Communication systems added the final touch – geospace became closed, holistic. 

The geospace development stages can only be roughly identified to an accuracy of centuries. The qualitative transformation of geospace occurred instantly right before our eyes and we even know the exact date of this event. On the 12th of April 1961, geospace opened for man. The space not only unclosed, it became infinite for humans.  
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  Yuri GAGARIN

On that day, Yuri Gagarin performed the first outer space flight in history.

"He invited us all into space," American astronaut Neil Armstrong said of Yuri Gagarin.
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In the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, astronauts are regarded as the envoys of mankind. This formula appeared to ensure legal protection for the astronauts who, as a result of off-nominal landing, found themselves in another state’s territory. Precise formulas, however, always hide the new meanings too.   

Envoy is one sent on a special mission 

After the space mission is accomplished and the astronauts return to the Earth, their mission as envoys of mankind continues. What is this mission?


Setting up a space station means creating a small Earth with its atmosphere, comfortable climate, its own population, albeit very small. In fact, this is a “task for the God”. And humans have solved this task very successfully. And they send their envoys to this small model of the Earth. They live and work in the outer space environment in the almost terrestrial conditions, protected by man-made systems and using sophisticated equipment.     
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With the imagination-boggling size of the International Space Station, the physical borders of the new world - the space outpost - are very small. And this world’s population is very sparse, with everybody not only knowing everyone but also communicating with them every day. 
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And if a crewmate fails to properly fix a tiny screw, it may get into another crewmate’s respiratory system, which is very dangerous. If upon waking up you fail to say “good morning” to your mate, it can disrupt the peaceful atmosphere and will inevitably affect the work. The egocentric worldview where everything revolves around you, which is so common on the Earth, is replaced by a multipolar one – even if you are the commander. 

The astronaut very clearly understands that, if he falls ill, it would be the same as the crew being reduced by one third or one sixth, and his work would have to be performed by their mates. Which means that one has to take good care of one’s health.

The astronaut sometimes discovers that he should not have given less time to studying some technical device than to important life support systems – when it turns out that the failure of this device threatens to disrupt normal conditions for his on-board existence. And only now he begins to realize that the Station’s every system is, in a sense, a life support system too.     
In this small world, any of his (and his mates’) small actions can lead to big consequences. To a degree, he, himself, becomes a threat to his own world, as much a threat as possible meteors.  

A dramatic narrowing of the world’s borders leads to the interhuman, spiritual, and sensual relationships being included in the system of technological relationships he has learned on Earth. For instance, if an expearenced astronaut patronizes a first-timer instead of mentoring him, the latter will inevitably respond negatively, which will adversely affect the crew’s teamwork. The compromise ought to be reached in the tackling of certain professional tasks and the issues of everyday life. During the spaceflight which is no longer a training exercise, no longer a “game” but, rather, a really dangerous enterprise, astronauts feel the whole complicity, interrelatedness, and integrity of the world in which they work outside the Earth. It may be said that the spaceflight triggers the development of the person’s humane side. 

Sometimes we don’t need spaceflights to feel the integrity of the world. We can feel it on Earth, but we need a tragedy for that. For instance, Fukushima 1. The tsunami (nature) destroyed the machines (reactor), which had an immediate catastrophic impact on people’s life.   
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When an astronaut returns to Earth, he or she is different from what they were before the flight. Their experience makes them better fit for living on Earth. This is what people sense (but do not realize) when communicating with those who worked in space. This is what makes the astronauts interesting to other people. They unconsciously sense in the astronauts something that they need here, on Earth. The astronauts are the people who have lived in a “simple” universe whose interrelationships and rules are fully cognizable, and therefore they know something about the basic rules of life that will make it safe and interesting. This is what the astronauts’ mission on Earth is about.            

The world is holistic: man, environment, and machines created by man are all interrelated. The interhuman, spiritual, and sensual relationships are built into the system of technological relationships. Both depend on the natural environment.   

The value of life is unconditional. 


In the holistic world, one should seek harmony.   

Accept the world as it is – don’t nurture illusions and don’t deceive yourself. 

Work conscientiously on every task. If you do your work well, you will survive.    


Don’t be egocentric.


Respect your partner. 

Restrain yourself. 


Seek a compromise. 


Look after yourself.


See the beauty of the world. 

           And so on.


These are the simple truths. But only an astronaut who has traveled a very narrow path full of dangers begins to truly understand that everything in the world depends on everything, and treat the life of any living thing with respect. You see a beetle crawling on the ground and… you slow down your motion, shifting your foot aside to avoid stepping on the beetle. Because it was not you who gave it life! And it’s not for you to take it away!      

The outer space changes everybody who has been there. It changes the personality, i.e. what the person’s has got from his or her ancestors and from nurturing, including the state of one’s soul. Many people, of course, deny the existence of the soul. But I don’t know anyone who would say, “I have no soul.”    

In my opinion, an astronaut has three personalities: before the spaceflight, during the spaceflight, and after the spaceflight. When all these three personalities exist in harmony with each other after the spaceflight, the astronaut may be considered accomplished. And then the envoy of mankind is ready to continue his or her earthly mission.      


The first astronauts felt their mission, have pursued and still pursue it. Later on, the complexity of technical preparation for the spaceflights relegated the Mission to the background. And not every astronaut ponders on it today. A good example was set by the astronauts of the European Astronaut Corps who adopted a Charta in which they formulated their mission as follows: “We share Space with the people of Europe by communicating our vision, goals, experiences, and the results of our missions”.     
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        There are many situations, e.g. natural disasters involving mass casualties, when the UN sends the famous football players or actors or singers to the affected countries as the UN goodwill envoys to attract attention to the victim’s needs, collect funds, etc. It would also be quite helpful to enlist astronauts to perform such functions. The total number of the astronauts and cosmonauts who have flown to Space from the 12th of April 1961 to this day is a little over 500. Sadly, many of them are gone. Several hundred people in the entire mankind is too few. Not all of them are willing to perform particular international functions – but all of them saw our Earth from outside and agree that Earth ought to be protected both from the wars and the environmental disasters. All of them, due to their unique experience, have planetary thinking and are respected worldwide.                  
Many international organizations use the services of various agents. The definition of such agent  was first suggested by the International Court in its Advisory Opinion of 11 April 1949, titled “Reparation for injuries suffered in the service of the United Nations”: “The Court understands the word "agent" in the most liberal sense, that is to say, any person who, whether a paid official or not [emphasis added – Yu.B.], and whether permanently employed or not, has been charged by an organ of the Organization with carrying out, or helping to carry out, one of its functions - in short, any person through whom it acts”. 
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This wide definition includes not only the international functionaries, but also the diplomatic intermediaries, consultants, experts, including those involved in performing temporary tasks. The cosmonauts and astronauts from across the world can act as such consultants, experts, and intermediaries. It would be expedient to assign them the respective privileges and immunities and issue the respective UN documents enabling visa-free travel across borders. The astronauts have freely flown over the states’ borders and it would only be fair to grant them such right in the interests of peace and humanity.          
Yuri Gagarin once said, “Having flown around the Earth in the satellite spaceship, I saw how beautiful our planet is. People, let's preserve and increase this beauty, not destroy it!”  

Yuri Gagarin was the first envoy of mankind in outer space. And he was also the first to perform this mission and did it perfectly.  
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 


  Yuri BATURIN

  (Starmus Kongress zweiter Tag 100)
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